
 

 

Going Public - Telling it as it is? 
Symposium organized by ENPAP (European Network of Public Art Producers) 
 

 “We could have had it all” by Itziar Barrio 

 

 
 
 Plaza and Teatro Arriaga, Thursday 22 March 
 
 
From 11:00 to 16:30  “We could have had it all” by Itziar Barrio (ES/USA)  all welcome, no entry fee  
 
12:00 and 16:00  Special showings with artist Itziar Barrio (ES/USA) in attendance  all 
welcome, no entry fee  

 

Through the project “We could have had it all”, Itziar Barrio assimilates different phenomena: the “people's mic” as a 
formula of popular protest in public squares, when it is forbidden to use amplifiers (Occupy Wall Street); the 
crystallisation of contemporary myths in mass concerts where pop stars invite their audience to continue their songs 
(Adele), and an ancestral form of communication that predates theatre (bertsolarismo). In all these cases, amplification of 
the voice and repetition are a constant. The microphone appears in all these manifestations as a prohibited and/or 
desired object. An instrument of power: to be snatched away, to facilitate, to share. This erect device is exactly what 
enables the amplification and repetition of voices, thoughts, ideas, and signature tunes, making the microphone a symbol 
of the public sphere and the transmission of stories.  
 

Through the exclamation “we could have had it all // dena eduki genezake”, frustration, desire and social struggles come 
to light. Two storytellers with narrative tools and their own languages (English and Basque) will unveil a hidden story that 
is or isn’t fictional, that is or isn’t credible. North American writer Chavisa Woods and bertsolari Maialen Lujanbio form 
part of the project creation process, through a dialogue of figures between the two artists, functioning simultaneously as 
producers and protagonists of this story. 
 
What marks the project is the fragmentation of an audiovisual piece. Audio and image in movement, separated, bring 
about a frustrated dialogue. The voice hangs in the Arriaga Square just as on so many other occasions at the beginning 

and end of countless demonstrations and protests. The image comes in and takes its place on the stage facing the stalls. 
The audio-visual, film and theatre, outside and inside, public and private space.  Dichotomy and diptych are the formal 
keys to the proposal, but to the language too, for that is what is predominantly used to resolve, understand and create a 
conflict. There is always conflict, as there is always language. 
 
Itziar Barrio (SP/USA). Born in Bilbao in 1976, Itziar Barrio currently lives and works in New York. Itziar is a multimedia 
artist who combines different artistic disciplines such as drawing, video, photography and installation. Her work is largely 
grounded in ideas that reality is a construction subject to constant re-creation, and in which language is thought. She 

attempts to bring out both social and political issues, the tendency of the human mind to create icons and signs 
associated with its surroundings, and the effects that these associations have in society. www.itziarbarrio.com  



 

 

SYMPOSIUM PROGRAMME 
 

22 March, Locating the Story in the City, Bilbao. 

Interventions by Martha Rosler (USA) and Phil Collins (UK) in EL Correo and Berria newspapers 

Arriaga Square and Theatre free admission 

11:00-16:30   “We could have had it all” by Itziar Barrio (ES/USA) 
12:00 and 16:00   Special projection with the presence of Itziar Barrio (ES/USA) 

 
Shop window of a closed video store (Zabalbide, 34) free admission 
13:00 and 19:00  “Boom” by Alex Reynolds (UK/ES) 

 

Museo de Reproducciones (San Francisco, 14) free admission 
20:30  Welcome dinner 
22:30  Video screening of “ElectroClass” by María Ruido (ES) on the local TV, ETB3 
 

23 March, Performative Lectures  
 

BizBAK UPV/EHU, (Abandoibarra, 3) Bilbao Admission fee 
11.30-12:00  Registration and coffee and pintxos 
12:00-12.30  Asier Mendizabal (ES) 

12.30-13:00  Falke Pisano (NL) & Francesco Pedraglio (IT) 
13.00-13:30  Olof Olsson (SE) 
13:30-15:00  Lunch 
15:30-16:00   Goldin + Senneby (SE) 
16:30-17:00  Patricia Esquivias (VE/ES) 
17:00-17:30  Asli Cavusoglu (TR)        
 

Expanded stories 
 

Pabellón6 ZAWP (Ribera de Deusto, 47) Bilbao. 
20:00  Dinner for speakers and participants 
21:00  Performance by Jeleton (ES) 
21:30  Performance by OJO (USA) 

22:30  Concert by Institut Fatima (DE/ES)   
23:30  Begoña + La Jawara Dj-s (ES) 
 
* SUBMISSION FEE or BUYING 10  TICKET for sale: ANTI- Liburudenda (Dos de mayo, 2),  SerieB (Lotería, 2), 
consonni (Conde Mirasol 13). 
BUS * 19:45 Free bus from HESPERIA HOTEL (Campo Volantín 28) (sudmission fee). Bus back: 23h and 1:30h 

* 20:45 Free bus from San Nicolás to Pabellon6 (Party ticket). Bus back: 23h and 1:30h 

 
24 March, ENPAP Caucus, Discussing a Future Network ARTIUM museum (Francia, 24), Vitoria-Gasteiz close 
session by invitation 

 
ENPAP - The European Network of Public Art Producers was formed in 2009 and unites six art organizations that share an affinity for expanding 
the notion of public art. Its main aim is to raise criticality in public art commissioning practice through promoting knowledge exchange, 
development of new working methods and establishing common vocabulary for new forms of production and public engagement in contemporary 
art.  
 
ENPAP is supported by: The EU Culture Programme, Fundación 2012 Fundazioa dentro del ‘2012 Euskadi, Año de las Culturas por la Paz y la 
Libertad’, Diputación Foral de Bizkaia, The City Hall of Bilbao, Donostia 2016, The Foundation for the Culture of the Future, The Swedish Arts 
Council, Stockholm Arts Council, IASPIS, SKOR | Foundation for Art and Public Domain and The Romanian Cultural Institute. 
 
The programme in Bilbao and Vitoria-Gasteiz is made possible through the collaboration with BizBAK UPV/EHU, ARTIUM museum, Museo de 
Reproducciones (Bilbao), Teatro Arriaga, Berria, El Correo, and Basque Television (EITB). 
 

For further information and registration: www.E-N-P-A-P.net  


